
FYS 117-12: First Year Seminar

Jason G. Cather

Spring 2019

E-mail: cather@sxu.edu Web: jasoncather.com/students
Office Hours: MWF 12 - 1, O.B.A. Class Hours: 2:00 - 2:50
Office: Warde N413 Class Room: Warde N114

Course Description

From the catalog: This course offers an introduction to college-level learning in the context of the
Catholic and Mercy intellectual traditions, especially by introducing students to the history and
charism of the Sisters of Mercy. While the overarching themes and course materials will vary, all
courses will introduce biblical texts, consider biblical exegesis, and foster theological, religious,
and moral literacy. As an introduction to college-level learning, FYS 175 also develops the skills
associated with close reading, critical inquiry, critical thinking, and effective oral and written
communication. For first-year students only.

Learning Outcomes

Students will analyze complex materials, developing well-informed views and opinions.

1. Identify and explain a relevant issue, problem or question.

2. Select and employ information to investigate a point of view or a conclusion.

3. Recognize and analyze the influence of significant context and assumptions.

4. Formulate a nuanced position (recognizing contrasting positions).

5. Formulate a conclusion or related outcomes based on evidence.

Required Readings

• Readings will be made available on Canvas. All readings will be uploaded in advance of
their due date, as PDFs under the “files” tabe of the Canvas page.

1

http://jasoncather.com/students


First Year Seminar - Spring 2019

Course Policies

Please read and understand the policies listed below. You are responsible for abiding by and
understanding all of these policies. If you e-mail a question for which The Answer Is On The
Syllabus, I will respond “TAIOTS.”

General

Classroom Decorum and Content Notice

By virtue of attending an institution of higher learning, you are part of an academic community
governed by the norms of free inquiry, hermeneutic charity, reasoned argument and a demand for
evidence. Our classroom is a unit of this community, and you are expected to be mature adults
and model citizens. Accordingly, everyone in the class will engage with one another respectfully,
while hewing to the demanding norms of academic discourse. It is of the nature of the subject
matter of this course (and therefore also the kinds of discussion that will take place) that they
will be controversial. It is also of the nature of our discussions that it may not be obvious ahead
of time when a difficult subject matter will arise as either a topic or an example, or what specific
topics will cause concern. Because examples are necessary, and the topic of any course in our
subject will involve material some will find disturbing, I cannot make accommodations to avoid
the topics or to provide advance warning of each difficult or uncomfortable topic for a particular
class. Please be advised and plan accordingly.

Your views may turn out to challenge the views of others, who in turn may challenge your
views. Our classroom is not a place where your ideas will be safe from scrutiny. However, this
will always proceed in a civil manner, according to our shared intellectual norms. If you feel that
you were not treated in a civil manner, please arrange to see me in office hours.

Please note that the requirement of civility in no way exempts anyone from our rigid stan-
dards of evidence and argument. Nor does it grant any of your views immunity from criticism.
I am liable to challenge any claims you may make, regardless of my own position on the matter.
Learning and exercising critical thought requires these challenges of all of us.

All of this being said, I am very sympathetic students in distress regarding topics we discuss
in class, and if in any way you feel the need to approach me with a concern about this, please do
not hesitate to do so.

Consent to Recording and Intellectual Property

I reserve the right to record every meeting of class in audio and/or video formats.These record-
ings remain

Your Use of Technology in the Classroom

I strongly advise taking notes on paper (cf. “materials” below). Please do not allow your laptops,
tablets, phones, etc. to be a distraction to you, to your fellow students, or to me. Take care of
all socializing (e.g. facebook, texting, emails) outside of our classroom. If you need to use
your phone for whatever reason, you may quietly leave the classroom and return when you are
finished. If your use of technology causes a distraction for anyone in the room, including yourself
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or me, you will be dismissed from class for the day and an unexcused absence. Please meet with
me if you would like to discuss permission to record my lectures.

E-mail

Please read the syllabus and the Frequently Asked Questions section of the course website before
e-mailing. If the answer to your question is on the website or the syllabus, I may not respond.
I encourage you to email me if you have substantive questions concerning the material we are
discussing in class. If you send me an e-mail, please show up to the next class. If several students
have similar questions, I may answer your question in class. I may deem that it is better to speak
with you in person to answer your question immediately before or after our class. Please do not
e-mail me to ask what you missed if you were absent. There will be regular quizzes designed to
test you on the material covered up to that point in the term. There will be no make-up quizzes
offered – the same holds true for the essay assignments and conferences.

Course Website

Major assignments, revisions to the syllabus, and grades will occasionally be posted to Canvas.
You will receive a notification when a change has been made. The print copy of the syllabus is
for your convenience; the authoritative version is online. If you miss class or forget to write the
assignment down, check Canvas first and then ask another student in the class. Do not email me
to ask what the assignment is.

Materials

1. COURSE PACKET: You will receive a course reading packet at the beginning of the term.
You are expected to keep up with the packet throughout the entire semester. Any additional
materials will be distributed in class in advance of their due date. You are responsible
for getting copies of materials from classes you missed. Bring every text – including the
syllabus and course documents – to every class meeting. This serves two purposes. First,
part of the work of philosophy is the comparison of texts, which means we will often be
referring to multiple texts, regardless of the day’s assigned reading. Second, Your studies
are intended to prepare you for future employement. Being responsible for documents over
the entire term is an excellent way to practice important organizational skills, and develop
a sense of responsibility.

2. NAME PLATE: In order to learn your names and so that your colleagues can address you
respectfully, I provide materials for a name plate for your desk. You are responsible for this
throughout the term. If you lose your name plate, please create another one before the start
of class. I will use this to check attendance, which means if you do not have this, you may
be marked absent. As this results from your not arriving at class prepared, this will be an
unexcused absence.

3. PEN & PAPER: You are required to bring paper and a pencil or pen to each class. There
may be quizzes or short writing assignments to be completed and turned in during the
class. Loose leaf or detachable paper is suggested for this purpose. I strongly recommend
that notes be taken on paper. I strongly discourage taking notes on your computer. This
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will actually be to your advantage, because we will be using symbols, diagrams, and tables,
all of which are difficult to format on a computer at the pace we will be proceeding.

4. STUDY GUIDES AND OTHER SOURCES: The works we will be reading have a long and
rich tradition of scholarship. Many, many people have read these texts, and there are no
doubt countless study guides and interpretive essays that may be easy to find online. Rather
than spending time reading these guides about our texts (scholars call these secondary
sources), you should spend that time re-reading the texts themselves (the primary sources).
Do not be tempted to plagiarize from these guides – if you can find it, it is likely that I can
find it as well, and this will result in a failing grade (see academic integrity). All of my
students have the integrity to do their own work. Cheating will not help you to understand
the material, but will actually prevent you from learning it. More importantly, whatever
points you think you might earn from cheating are not worth compromising your integrity.
At the end of your life, you probably will not remember or care about the grade you made
in this class. You will reflect on whether you lived with honesty and integrity.

0.0.1 Mandatory Inclusive Language Statement

The Department of Religious Studies, in accordance with mainstream usage and the accepted
editorial policy of academic journals in our area and in the liberal arts, will require students
to use gender inclusive language in all written assignments, oral presentations, and classroom
discussions when referring to human beings. Gender inclusive language prohibits the use of
the word âĂIJmanâĂİ or âĂIJheâĂİ (and the terms âĂIJmen,âĂİ âĂIJmankind,âĂİ âĂIJfam-
ily of man,âĂİ âĂIJbrotherhoodâĂİ and the compound terms of âĂIJchairman,âĂİ âĂIJclergy
man,âĂİ etc.) as generic terms when applied to human beings. âĂIJManâĂİ and âĂIJhe,âĂİ
in the past, were applied to both women and men, but such usage is no longer considered ap-
propriate. Students instead should use language that is inclusive; such as âĂIJhuman being,âĂİ
âĂIJperson,âĂİ âĂIJhumanity,âĂİ âĂIJpeople,âĂİ âĂIJminister,âĂİ etc. to designate individuals
and groups. Inclusive language accurately represents all persons and groups. The Department
of Religious Studies requires students to use inclusive language when writing, speaking, and
referring to religious concepts and traditions. Students are strongly encouraged to use inclusive
language when referring to God as a means of exploring the diversity of references to the Deity.
Quotations, of course, are to represent the original text exactly. Translations should reflect as
precisely as possible the translatorâĂŹs understanding of the intention of the original text with
regard to gender. Language about God should be appropriate to its context, and students should
make every effort to widen their references to the Deity.

Grading Policies

For complete grading policies, including rubrics for papers and frequently asked questions,
please refer to the supplements at the end of this syllabus.

Grading Scale

• Successful, on time completion of all work at an acceptable level: C (70% - 79%)
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• On time completion of work at a high level that indicates significant effort beyond the
acceptable level: B (80% - 89%)

• On time completion of excellent work that indicates a very high level of effort exceeding
expectations: A (90% and above)

• Incomplete work or work at a level lower than expected: D (60% - 69%)

• Little or no work completed, or otherwise unacceptable work: F (Below 60%)

• Plagiarism or other academically dishonest work (including “accidental plagiarism” or fail-
ure to cite your sources): 0% (Note: This is very different from an ordinary F!)

Credit and Quality Points:

I am a very strict, very demanding grader. Few papers earn a B in my classes, and even fewer
(if any) earn an A. despite this rigor, I want you to feel confident that you will earn a passing
grade for the course, provided you complete all of the required assignments. Reflecting these
facts, there are two levels of points for each assignment: credit and quality. Credit points will
be given to assignments based on their meeting minimum standards. A completed, on-time
assignment that meets standards of academic integrity and makes a good-faith effort to address
any assigned prompt will earn the credit points available for that assignment. There are 65 credit
points available from the assignments for this course. This will earn you a mid-level D, which is
to say, you will earn a passing grade for this course.

Some students will want to earn a course grade that is above the passing mark. This is
commendable, and entirely possible. In addition to the 65 credit points for assignments, there
are 3 quality points available to students with high attendance (see below). Thus, You will note
that by attending every class and completing each assignment on time, you will be a mere 2
points away from earning a 70% for the course. A grade of 70% is a C-minus. I encourage you to
view this as an acceptable, passing grade for a course. Everyone doing college-level work has the
opportunity to earn this grade, but to do this, you will need to do something more than simply
earn credit: you will need to earn quality points.

You will have the opportunity to earn up to 46 quality points for your work throughout
the term. If you have been reading closely, you will notice that 46 quality points plus 65 credit
points adds up to more than 105 points! This is because I want you to have the opportunity to
succeed, even though I do not expect that you will earn all of the quality points available for each
assignment. Remember: I am a demanding grader. Turning in an acceptable assignment will
earn full credit, but it may not earn any quality points.

Points/Letter Conversion

I calculate grades by adding up the points you earned. If you want to know your grade, just add
them up. If you have questions or concerns about your grade, please start by consulting the FAQ
about grades. If you know your letter grade and want to know how many points that’s worth
(or vice-versa), refer to this handy chart:
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Letter Credit QP/5 QP/10 Final /100

A full 5 9-10 95+

A- full 4 6-8 90 - 94.999...

B+ full 3 5 87 - 89.999...

B full 2 4 84 - 86

B- full 1 2-3 80 - 83

C+ full 0 1 77 - 79.999...

C full 0 0 74 - 76

C- full 0 0 70 - 73

* * * * *

D+ partial 0 0 67 - 69.999...

D partial 0 0 64 - 66

D- partial 0 0 60 - 63

F possible 0 0 0 - 59.999...

Missing none 0 0 0

Plagiarism none 0 0 0 (and my disappointment)

* note: Late work and work below C level may not receive full credit. Any assignment that is
missing or plagiarized will receive zero points and will not be eligible for quality points.

Credit Will Be Given For The Following:

1. Five sets of typed responses no more than two pages each. You will respond to the texts,
and partner with your classmates to respond to their writing as well. Any quizzes given in
class will count as a response assignment. Papers will be due every other Monday, starting
with week three. You will pick a new partner and respond to your partner’s paper, which
you will bring to class Wednesday. You will exchange papers, and reply to their response
for Friday, when you will turn in all three papers together. Note: If you are absent when
an assignment is given, check with the other students to see what the assignment is. (20c/0q –
response sets are credit/no credit, and will not receive quality points)

2. A term paper due in week nine. Your paper will be graded in a conference in my office,
which you will sign up for in advance. (10c/5q).

3. A revision to your term paper, due one week after our conference meeting. Note: revision is
mandatory. If you do not turn in a revised paper, you will no points for this assignment. (15c/10q

25 points)

4. A commonplace book. This will be checked every other Friday, after week two. You are
expected to have at least five pages of notes per week (meaning five pages at the first check,
after which ten new pages since the last check). (10c/5q)

5. Participation in occasional discussion seminars throughout the term. You are expected to
attend, ask questions, and speak when called upon. If you are dismissed from class (see
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general policies below, especially on the use of technology), you will not receive credit for
participating in that seminar. You will provide your notes from the seminar at the end of
the meeting. (10c/10q)

6. A paper due on the last day of class in which you reflect on your religious life in conversa-
tion with the materials covered in the class. (0c/10q)

Attendance and Participation

There are no make-up assignments or quizzes. Record the due dates now and do not miss on
those days. I expect you to attend and participate every day. While your final grade will not be
directly penalized for absences, I will take attendance for my records. You will not be able to
succeed if you are absent regularly and your grades will reflect this fact.

Up to three quality points can be earned by those with high, on time attendance throughout
the term. Perfect, on-time attendance will earn 3 points. Students who miss one class (for
whatever reason) will earn 2 points, and so on. Students who miss more than two class meetings
– for any reason – will earn no quality points for high attendance. Class will begin promptly. I
will close the door to take attendance, and no student is to enter until after roll is called, when
I will re-open the door to admit late students. Each late arrival will be docked half a point from
the high-attendance points. After twenty minutes, I will close the door for the duration of the
class. If you come to class and the door is closed, check your watch. If it is more than twenty
minutes after the start time, you will be counted as absent (you are still welcome step in and
attend if you can do so without a disturbance, but you will not receive credit for attending that
day. If you arrive late, please shut the door behind you).

About attendance Extra Muros: There is a special case with school sanctioned events(e.g. away
games or model U.N. meetings). Participation in these will count as attending class extra muros
(outside the walls). You are counted as attending extra muros only under specific conditions. In
order to qualify as attending class, you must fulfil these requirements. :

1. You must notify me in person (not e-mail) in advance of your absence.

2. I must record your event in my grade book in advance of your absence. NOTE: It is your
responsibility to make sure I have my grade book available, and mark down on the book
that you will miss that day. DO NOT assume that I have recorded it unless you see me with
your own eyes write it down in front of you in my grade book.

3. You must provide official, written verification that the event is school-sanctioned at the
time I write it down. This means that I will need the official notice in advance of the day in
question.

Any assignment that is due on a day you will be extra muros may be turned in electronically
or by proxy. To turn in an assignment by proxy, simply find a dependable student in the class
willing to serve as your proxy. Give your proxy a hard copy of the assignment in advance, and
have him or her turn in the assignment in to me durring class. It will be helpful, and I will be
appreciative if you identify that you are turning in an assignment on someone’s behalf. This will
prevent me from thinking that there has been a violation of academic integrity. If you prefer to
submit your work electronically, make sure you follow the format exactly. You will also want to
verify that I received it, so please check with me in person at the next class meeting you attend.
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NOTE: you may turn in assignments by proxy if you are absent for any reason, but unless I
am explicitly aware in advance that you intend to submit an assignment electronically, I may not
receive it, in which case it will be counted as missing or late.

Late Work

As a policy, I do not accept late work without consultation about the matter. If you notify me
in advance, it may be possible to work out an extension for an assignment (although I strongly
caution against taking on this kind of âĂIJassignment-debtâĂİ). If we have passed the due
date for an assignment, I am willing to consider taking late assignments (I have done so in the
past), but I will not accept them unless we meet in person to discuss it. If you complete the
assignment, meet with me as soon as possible so we can discuss the possibility of working out
an arrangement.

Academic Integrity

The policy for academic integrity in this course is very straightforward: I expect that any work
submitted for this course will be your own. Never submit another’s work as your own. This
goes for any unit of writing, down to a sentence, or a memorable phrase. If someone else wrote
it first, you must cite it, and give credit to the original author. This includes but is not limited
to readings from the assigned texts, readings from outside sources (see the section on secondary
sources under policies on materials), words I use in a prompt for a writing assignment, and
help given in revising your papers (I always recommend using the writing center, but you are
not to allow an editor to re-write your paper). Any submission of another’s work as your own
constitutes plagiarism. Any instance of plagiarism, intentional or otherwise, will result in a grade
of zero for the assignment, and makeup will not be allowed. I will be happy to meet with you
during office hours to discuss any questions you may have about what constitutes plagiarism.
If you are at all unsure, please meet with me. It is not worth making a mistake on this matter.
If you are unsure about how to cite a source, please be in touch with me in advance. If this is
not possible, make your best good-faith effort. There is a vast difference between a mistake in
citation procedure and failing to cite at all.

A fuller treatment of [YOUR INSTITUTION’S] policy on plagiarism – including examples –
can be found at:

https://www.northcentralcollege.edu/english/plagiarism-policy

Seriously, Don’t Plagiarize!

I recognize that most instances of plagiarism occur out of a sense of panic or desperation over
one’s grade. If you find yourself struggling, please e-mail me and explain your situation. I
am understanding of students who are struggling. I have no leniency toward those who cheat.
Remember that not all Fs are created equal. Writing a poor paper will at least result in some
credit, whereas a plagiarized paper will earn nothing but my disappointment. If this isn’t clear,
go through the assignments on the syllabus for this course, and see the difference. Assume
someone completes all of the homework (thus getting full points), and makes the highest F on
every other assignment. Add up all of those points. Now change the second assignment to a
zero and add up all of those points.
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Students With Disabilities

Federal law mandates the provision of services at the university-level to qualified students with
disabilities. Make sure to include all that relevant information here.
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Schedule:

Week 01, 01/14 - 01/18: Introduction

• M Syllabus distributed,

• Read This:

1. Syllabus

2.

• Do This:

1. Take Syllabus Quiz (online)

2.

Week 02, 01/21 - 01/25:

• M MLK Day: NO CLASS

• W

• Read This:

1.

• Do This:

1. Commonplace Books checked Friday

Week 03, 01/28 - 02/01:

• M Text Response 1 due

• W Response to Partner 1 due

• F Reply to Partner 1 due, turn in Response Packet 1

Week 04, 02/04 - 02/08:

• M

• W Seminar I

• F Commonplace Books checked

Week 05, 02/11 - 02/15:

• M Text Response due

• W Response to Partner due

• F Reply to Partner due, turn in Response Packet 2
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Week 06, 02/18 - 02/22:

• M

• W

• F Commonplace Books checked

Week 07, 02/25 - 03/01:

• M Text Response due

• W Response to Partner due

• F Reply to Partner due, turn in Response Packet 3

Week 08, 03/04 - 03/08:

• M

• W

• F Midterm Paper Due, Deadline for conference signup

SPRING BREAK!!!, 03/11 - 03/15:

• M Be Safe

• W Have Fun

• F Experience Beauty!

Week 09, 03/18 - 03/22: Conference Week

• No Plenary Sessions of Class.

• You will meet during your scheduled conference to grade your paper.

• Plenary meetings reconvene next week

Week 10, 03/25 - 03/29: Back to Plenary Sessions

• M Paper revisions due one week from conference date.

• W Mission Heritage Day (Possible Class Cancellation?)

• F Commonplace Books Checked
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Week 11, 04/01 - 04/05:

• M Text Response due

• W Response to Partner due

• F Reply to Partner due, turn in Response Packet 4

Week 12, 04/08 - 04/12:

• M Seminar II.a

• W Seminar II.b

• F Commonplace Books checked

Week 13, 04/15 - 04/19:

• M

• W Response Packet 5 due early (text respons and partner response only)!!

• F Easter Holiday – NO CLASS Friday

Week 14, 04/22 - 04/26:

• M

• W

• F Commonplace Books checked

Week 15, 04/29 - 05/03: Conclusion

• M

• W

• F Reflection papers due. Seminar III

Final Exams Week, 05/06 - 05/10:

• We do not have an exam, but I will be available in my office if you make an appointment.
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Other Information

In order to keep this syllabus reasonably manageable, I have created an additional document
labeled “syllabus supplement” and made it available at jasoncather.com/students as well as our
course website. This supplement is considered part of the syllabus, and you are responsible for
understanding the policies listed there.
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